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Margi Preus’s writing career began when her 
audition for the kindergarten musical went 
horribly wrong. Since then, she has written a 
bazillion plays, a couple of comic operas, and 
a bunch of books, including the Newbery Honor 
book Heart of a Samurai and other notable 
books for young readers. Her books have landed 
on the New York Times bestseller list and many 
other “best-of” lists, been honored as ALA/ALSC 
Notables, translated into several languages, and 
won many awards. 

Margi’s background in children’s theater 
is apparent in her dynamic and interactive 
presentations. With picture books, chapter books, 
and middle grade novels from historical fiction 
to mystery to fantasy, Margi enjoys conversing 
with grades K-8 (and even grown-ups!). Her 
presentations include engaging visuals, fun 
storytelling activities, and plenty of writing tips 
to reinforce that we are all storytellers with 
amazing stories to tell!

Margi Preus
NEWBERY HONOR-WINNING AUTHOR, 

SPEAKER & EDUCATOR
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