

WINDSWEPT READER’S GUIDE / DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Level I Discussion
What character in the story are you most like? (that could be troll, too) Give some reasons why.
Why did Tag’s mom wear her boots even when napping?
What books have not been banned in the story?  Why are these books allowed and not others?
Why is “childhood” a forbidden word?
On p. 172 the trolls by the fire discuss what they like in a friend.  What do you think makes a good friend?
On p. 46 Tag asks why the silver leaves are valuable. Ren explains that “it’s because everyone agrees that they are. It wouldn’t work otherwise.” Is this like or unalike our own monetary system?
On p. 95 the first sister tells the youngers that “Most things worth doing are at least a little bit difficult.” True or False? Can you think of something worth doing that is “at least a little bit difficult?
On p. 156 Ren tells Tag that reading Moby Dick made her feel “angrish,” which she defines as a cross between angry and anguish. But she said she was still glad she read it. Have you ever read a book that made you feel “angrish”? And are you glad you read it? Or mad?
The 2nd Sister tells Tag, “Sometimes it’s important just to try.” Is it worth it to try something even if you think you can’t do it or won’t be good at it? (NOT something dangerous—if it’s something you don’t think you can do you probably shouldn’t!) 
Level 2 Discussion
Are the grown-ups in Tag’s world like grown-ups in your own lives?  How are they different?
What do you appreciate about grown-ups in your life?
Is there anything happening in the story that is happening in the world today?
On p.269 one of the trolls says, “What makes humans so special?  Why should human life be more important than a butterfly’s? Or a bird’s? Why are humans the ones with rights? Where are the rights of mountains?  Why shouldn’t the stars have a right to shine?”  In several countries, groups have designated “environmental personhood” to rivers or mountains or other environmental entities. This assigns to these entities the rights, protections, privileges, responsibilities, and legal liability of a legal personality, and enables a “guardian” to can act on the entity’s behalf to protect it in court. What do you think of this idea?
You can read more about it here: https://news.climate.columbia.edu/2021/04/22/rights-of-nature-lawsuits/
On p. 277 Tag asks Finn what her special talent was (why was she invited?) and he tells her, “You were willing to say ‘yes’ to the adventure.” Why is that special?
What was unique and special about each of the others in the group? (Ren, Boots, Ant? Finn?)
Can you name something unique or special or unexpected about you?  About a friend?
Level 3 Discussion
Would “Windswept” the book be banned in this story?  Why do you think so or not?
On p. 39 Finn suggests that grown-ups “have lost the ability to think in the realm of the impossible.” What do you think? Are young people more likely than adults to think in “the realm of the impossible”? Why or why not?
On p. 84. Ren tells Tag to fill in the holes in her story with her “imagimination.” How do we fill in “holes” in stories with our own imaginations?
What do you think Shortcut’s song is about? (pp. 139/144)
What or when are the “Other Times”?

Level 4 Discussion Extras
p181.-The patroll tells the youngers that in order not to contribute to the destruction of the planet “you have to really make an effort.” Tag wonders if just their mere existence was part of the problem. Discuss.
On p. 249 Nordri tells Tag, “Sometimes you have to carry on as if you don’t know it’s too late and that what you need to do is impossible.” What does she mean by that? If it’s too late and it’s impossible, what is the point of trying? Can you think of a challenge you face or have faced that feels (or felt) too late and impossible? 
On p. 108 one of the “companions” by the campfire asks, “What makes a true story true?” Have you ever read a fictional story that seemed true? Which story?
On p. 118 one of the trolls asks Tag if the characters in the story she has just told (in Chapter 12, “First Sign of Trolls”) really were trolls, “or—as has happened to many other such wanderers—just the forest at night, with its shadows and strange sounds and the eerie moonlight?” She answers that perhaps they are one and the same. What did you think? 
